
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 48 & 49
The family of Jacob (Israel) is reunited and has settled in the land of Egypt in the area of Goshen.  Joseph remains the leader of the 
nation and is also able to be with his father and brothers again.  As we turn the corner for the conclusion of Genesis, the focus of the 
text will be the final blessings of Jacob upon his sons.  As we have already discovered as we have worked through Genesis, “blessings” 
were powerful and prophetic pronouncements given especially from one generation to another as well as in important moments in life.

These “blessings” are words spoken over someone/something which confers worth or power and in some cases speaks prophetically about the 
future and destiny of the individual.  The opposite of blessing is “cursing”, which in the same way confers something or speaks of the 
destiny of the person or thing, but in a negative sense.

These moments of blessing and cursing have been significant moments in our story.  In fact, the practice predates even Abraham and his 
family.  In the beginning, as God created the heavens and earth he “blessed” that which he made.  He pronounced it “good” and set it apart 
for a future and purpose that was glorious.  Adam and Eve were created and then called to be fruitful and multiply.  And then as we 
read, when Adam and Eve sinned, the consequence of their actions was that they, the serpent and even the land itself was “cursed”.

That’s why God’s call to Abraham initially in Genesis 12 was so significant.  Not just for the Jewish people and eventually Christians too, 
but for all of creation.  Remember, the focus of God’s call was to “bless” Abraham and his family.  God was going to “multiply” his 
descendants and use them to “bless” the whole world.  And if anyone stood in their way or did them harm, God was going to “curse those 
that curse you.”  See how important this blessing/cursing theme is?

And so we arrive in Genesis 48 where Jacob is going to bless Joseph and his sons and later Joseph’s brothers.  Jacob is nearing the end of 
his life and with some of his final words he is going to bless his own sons, as his father and grandfather did before him.  Remember, these 
words are meaningful and powerful.  They are interpreted as prophetic and divine pronouncements upon the one who receives it and there 
are no “do-overs”.  These people are living in a time when words meant something and integrity ruled.

Genesis 48:1-7 - Jacob Is Dying, Joseph Comes To Jacob

As this chapter begins, Jacob is reflecting on his life and how God has been good to and with him.  He recounts God’s promise (v. 4) 
and rejoices that he was able to meet Joseph’s son.  In these verses we get our first foreshadow into the blessing that is coming in 
the next verses.  Jacob states that Joseph’s two sons, Ephriam and Manasseh will belong to Jacob just like Reuben and Simeon, two 
of Jacob’s actual sons, are.  Jacob is essentially doubly blessing Joseph by including his two sons in his blessing and inheritance.

Genesis 48:8-16 - Jacob’s Blessing Of Joseph and His Sons

While Jacob blesses Joseph and his sons, he places his right hand (the one associated with blessing) on the younger Ephriam and his 
left on the older Manasseh. Typically the oldest son would receive the greater blessing, but in this case, the younger does.  
Joseph had arranged his sons in front of his blind father to be in the “correct” position to receive the typical age appropriate 
blessing, but when Jacob stretches out his hands, he crosses his arms and placed his hands on the opposite son’s head!

Think back when when Jacob himself was blessed by his dying (and blind) father Isaac.  Remember that Jacob was not the firstborn 
son of Isaac and Rebekkah, Esau was.  But Esau sold his birthright and through the cunning actions of Rebekkah and Jacob’s 
donning of an Esau costume, Jacob receives the blessing of the first born.
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And now, although both of Joseph’s sons are blessed, the younger Ephriam will receive the greater blessing.

Genesis 48:17-22 - Joseph Upset About The Blessing Order

Joseph sees this all happening and is troubled.  He actually grabs his father’s hand and tries to correct the “mistake” but Jacob 
responds with a clear awareness of what he was doing.  The old blind patriarch is intentional with his blessing order.  He says:

"I know, my son; I know," he replied. "Manasseh will also become a great people, but his younger brother will become 
even greater. And his descendants will become a multitude of nations." (49:19, NLT)

Both of Joseph’s sons are blessed and will receive a tremendous inheritance.  In fact, this moment changes the course of the later 
nation that will bear Israel’s name.  As we read on later in Scripture, we will rarely hear about the “tribe of Joseph” but 
instead two of the tribes of Israel will be called “Ephraim and Manasseh.”  A wonderful legacy for Jacob’s favored son, Joseph.

“Jacob elevates his grandsons Ephraim and Manasseh to the status of full sons, on par with Reuben and Simeon (48:5). 
Later, this will result in Joseph's descendants, through Ephraim and Manasseh, being viewed as two separate tribes. 
Consequently, when the land of Canaan is allocated, Joseph through his descendants receives one-sixth of the territory. 
This double portion of the inheritance confirms that Joseph was designated the "firstborn" in place of Reuben” (ESV Study 
Bible, Genesis 48:3-7)

In fact, when then descendants of Jacob’s sons are listed later in 1 Chronicles 5, look at what the Chronicler records:

1 Chronicles 5:1-2 (NLT) - The oldest son of Israel was Reuben. But since he dishonored his father by sleeping with one of 
his father's concubines, his birthright was given to the sons of his brother Joseph. For this reason, Reuben is not listed 
in the genealogical records as the firstborn son. 2 The descendants of Judah became the most powerful tribe and provided 
a ruler for the nation, but the birthright belonged to Joseph.

After this first blessing, Jacob tells Joseph that his life is ending soon and prophesied that Joseph, and by extension the family 
of Jacob will return to the promised land of Canaan.  The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob will be with them.  This doesn’t seem 
like a big deal as they live large in Goshen, but in the years to come, God’s people will long for rescue and return to their home.

Genesis 49:1-7 - Jacob Blesses His Other Sons

If we really dig into the cross references and historical unfolding of what Jacob pronounces over his sons, we will be amazed at 
how his words come to pass.

Rueben, Simeon & Levi

Genesis 49:1-7 (NLT) - Then Jacob called together all his sons and said, "Gather around me, and I will tell you what will happen 
to each of you in the days to come.2 "Come and listen, you sons of Jacob; listen to Israel, your father. 3 "Reuben, you are my 
firstborn, my strength, the child of my vigorous youth. You are first in rank and first in power. 4 But you are as unruly as a 
flood, and you will be first no longer. For you went to bed with my wife; you defiled my marriage couch.

Remember Reuben had sexual relations with Jacob’s concubine Bilhah (Genesis 35:22-23).  His blessing reflects the result 
of these actions.
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5 "Simeon and Levi are two of a kind; their weapons are instruments of violence. 6 May I never join in their meetings; may I never 
be a party to their plans. For in their anger they murdered men, and they crippled oxen just for sport. 7 A curse on their anger, 
for it is fierce; a curse on their wrath, for it is cruel. I will scatter them among the descendants of Jacob; I will disperse them 
throughout Israel.

Remember the actions of Simeon and Levi and how they violently attacked the men of Shechem after their sister Dinah was 
abused. She was treated horribly by Shechem, but these two brothers went over the top in their revenge.  And it is 
mentioned in their father’s final words to them.

Judah

8 "Judah, your brothers will praise you. You will grasp your enemies by the neck. All your relatives will bow before you. 9 Judah, 
my son, is a young lion that has finished eating its prey. Like a lion he crouches and lies down; like a lioness-- who dares to 
rouse him? 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from his descendants, until the coming of the one to 
whom it belongs, the one whom all nations will honor. 11 He ties his foal to a grapevine, the colt of his donkey to a choice vine. 
He washes his clothes in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. 12 His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth are whiter than 
milk.

Judah receives quite the blessing from Jacob.  Though Joseph receives the biggest blessing in terms of future land and 
descendants - Judah’s blessing will affect all of humanity.  Judah will eventually become the leader of his brothers 
(“your brothers will praise you”, Judah’s name means praise).  Eventually Judah will rule their later tribes and their 
later nation.  As we know from the later Biblical story, Judah will eventually be a nation itself and the only 
remaining nation (joined with the tribe of Benjamin). “The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff” 
foreshadows the kings that will come from Judah’s line - It is from the line of Judah that David and Solomon will come 
and eventually the greatest king, the Messiah.

Zebulun, Issachar & Dan

13 "Zebulun will settle by the seashore and will be a harbor for ships; his borders will extend to Sidon.  14 "Issachar is a sturdy 
donkey, resting between two saddlepacks. 15 When he sees how good the countryside is and how pleasant the land, he will bend his  
shoulder to the load and submit himself to hard labor. 16 "Dan will govern his people, like any other tribe in Israel. 17 Dan will 
be a snake beside the road, a poisonous viper along the path that bites the horse's hooves so its rider is thrown off. 18 I trust in 
you for salvation, O LORD!

These words speak to where these tribes will settle and the situations that some of these tribes will endure.

Jacob then breaks out in a short prayer of sorts “I trust in you for salvation o Yahweh”, as some scholars have 
indicated may be a prayer for his children in light of the trouble that will surely come their way.

Gad, Asher & Naphtali

19 "Gad will be attacked by marauding bands, but he will attack them when they retreat. 20 "Asher will dine on rich foods and 
produce food fit for kings. 21 "Naphtali is a doe set free that bears beautiful fawns.

From these blessings, it seems like Gad, Asher and Naphtali will do alright in the days ahead.
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Joseph

22 "Joseph is the foal of a wild donkey, the foal of a wild donkey at a spring-- one of the wild donkeys on the ridge. 23 Archers 
attacked him savagely; they shot at him and harassed him. 24 But his bow remained taut, and his arms were strengthened by the 
hands of the Mighty One of Jacob, by the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel. 25 May the God of your father help you; may the Almighty 
bless you with the blessings of the heavens above, and blessings of the watery depths below, and blessings of the breasts and 
womb. 26 May the blessings of your father surpass the blessings of the ancient mountains, reaching to the heights of the eternal 
hills. May these blessings rest on the head of Joseph, who is a prince among his brothers.

We already know of the blessing upon Joseph through his sons from Genesis 48, but here we read an additional blessing to 
Joseph personally.  What a great blessing!  Joseph is going to go through some trails (surely he already had!) but is going 
to be victorious because the Mighty one of Jacob, the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel will help him!  And Jacob longs that 
Joseph’s blessings will be so great, they reach the “eternal hills” - how cool is that?!

Benjamin

27 "Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, devouring his enemies in the morning and dividing his plunder in the evening."

Benjamin, the youngest son of Jacob will have mighty warriors in his line.  The first king of Israel, Saul will be of 
Benjamin.  Benjamin will also join Judah in the later Kingdom of Judah.

Genesis 49:28-33 - Jacob Dies

After blessing his sons, Jacob will die.  His final word reiterate his desire to be carried from Egypt and buried with Abraham, 
Sarah, Isaac, Rebekkah and Leah in the land of Canaan.  

The last of the three great patriarchs has died and we near the close of Genesis, the first book of the Bible.  The grandson of Abraham and 
the father of the tribes of Israel will be “gathered to his people” a symbolic way of describing death.  He leaves us with a legacy of faith 
mixed with trouble and longsuffering. Jacob worked and waited for his beloved Rachel, endured the trials of his son’s foolishness and his 
great loss of Joseph.  He kept his heart and eyes focused on God’s promise to him, for blessing and a time to come when the God of Abraham 
would bless the world.  Through Jacob, the family of Abraham begins to expand.  No longer are we talking one or two sons, but Jacob 
produces 12 sons, one daughter and now dies in Egypt with the numbers of his descendants on the rise.  His final act is to bless his sons - 
words that will drive the destiny of each one of them.

A lot of the framework for the future of the nation and the world at large is set up during the life of this man.  And now he is laid to 
rest, waiting for the resurrection when it will all be fulfilled.  And with that, we pause for one final time in Genesis before we conclude 
this epic and essential book of our faith and in turn the very future of the world.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

